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Loire - Chateaux, Vineyards & Walks 
 

ur holiday is based in the beautiful town of Chinon. Nestled on 

the north bank of the River Vienne it is surrounded by some of 

the most celebrated vineyards of the Loire Valley. The Vienne River, 

is one of the most important rivers in south-western France, forming 

part of major trade routes.  With the famous Chateau de Chinon set 

high upon its banks, the town still holds a medieval charm. 

 

From Chinon we have great access to all the attractions we wish to 

visit, including the many chateaux of the region, fortresses and 

interesting museums which offer great insight into the history of the 

area. 

 

On some days we will use hired transport to take us to our starting 

points.  This will allow us to make the most of our time exploring the 

sights, sounds and smells of the region.  With enjoyable and gentle 

walking, this will take us off the typical tourist trail, allowing us to truly 

experience the real Loire Valley.   

 

With the chateaux, French charm, medieval influences, rivers and 

greenery of the region you may feel as if you are in a fairy tale, the 

happy ending will be returning to your mansion in the evening after a 

rewarding day of sampling French history and fare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On the banks of the Indre 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 
 

ur itinerary is expected to follow the daily schedule outlined below but please bear in mind that the order of the days may be amended, or 

walks substituted, due to weather conditions or changes beyond our control. 

 

Day 1 – We will travel from London St Pancras International to Paris 

Gare du Nord, we shall then take taxis to Paris Gare Montparnasse 

to catch our connecting train to Tours.  From Tours we will have 

about a one hour transfer to the Hotel Diderot.  

 

Day 2 – We have a morning orientation walk around Chinon and its 

very attractive old town. After lunch we will head to the Forteresse 

Royale for a tour of this magnificent medieval marvel perched high 

above the town, get your cameras ready as this offers some of the 

best views of the Loire Valley.  

 

Day 3 – Today we will have a private transfer to Montsoreau and 

visit the Saut du Loup (troglodyte mushroom cellar).  We will then 

take a peaceful walk to Candes-St-Martin, known as one of the most 

attractive villages in France.  We will have time to meander through 

the old streets by the Loire before heading to a nice spot for lunch. 

After lunch we will visit the Fontevraud Abbey, the burial place of 

Plantagenet kings.  

9.2km (5 miles); 200m� / 200m↓; 3 hours 

 
Sleeping Beauty Castle of Ussé 

 
Day 4 – In the morning we will catch the train/bus to Azay le Rideau 
and walk through the old town to the chateaux, built in 1515 it makes 
it one of the earliest French Renaissance chateaux.  After lunch we 
will take a scenic walk passing several troglodyte houses (cave 
dwellings) in the valley, heading towards the wicker museum. Farms 
in the Loire Valley are devoted to the cultivation of wicker.  We will 
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have time to look around and realise it is much more than just about 
weaving baskets! 

7.5km (4 miles); 150m� / 150m↓; 2 ½ hours 

 

Day 5 – Today we will visit the Radegonde Troglodyte Chapel, a 

rock-cut church with a twelfth century Plantagenet fresco.  From 

here we shall take a walk through pretty vineyards and woods where 

we will find a nice spot for a picnic lunch.  After our alfresco meal we 

shall continue to amble through the back country of the Loire until we 

reach Cravant-les-Côteaux, with a chance of visiting the winery 

Moulin a Tan for some wine tasting. 

9.7km (6 miles); 150m� / 150m↓; 3 ½ hours 

 

 
The Indre in Azay le Rideau 

 

Day 6 – After breakfast we will be transferred to the Castle of Ussé, 
one of the most famous of all the chateaux, as it is believed this is 
the castle in mind when Charles Perrault was writing Sleeping 
Beauty. After a wander around, we shall take a gentle walk along the 
River Indre to Rivarennes where we will visit the Museum of pear 
preservation with the possibility of a tasting. If somewhat unusual, it 
is very interesting. 

7.5km (4 miles); 50m� / 50m↓; 2 ½ hours 

 

Day 7 – Today we drive about half an hour to the château at 
Villandry on the banks of the Cher, where we will visit the extensive 
and amazing formal vegetable and flower gardens. Each bed is 
planted with a rose bush in the corner, representing a monk tending 
the beds. The gardens are a truly wondrous sight to behold. After 
our visit to the gardens we will return to Chinon to enjoy some free 
time in the town. 
 

Day 8 – Did this holiday make you reminisce back to fairytales long 

forgotten?  We hope so! But alas the story is over.  We will have a 

private transfer to Tours train station, and catch our train to Paris 

Gare Montparnasse.  We will then take taxis to Paris Gare du Nord 

in time to take our final train back to London St Pancras 

International. 

__________________________________________________ 

Chinon 
 

hinon is a wonderful base for our holiday in the Loire Valley. 

Steeped in history, it has all the facilities you would expect 

from a town which has been welcoming visitors for years.  

 

The Hotel Diderot is a couple of minutes’ walk away from all the 

facilities such as a supermarket, bakers and plenty of other small 

shops. There is a bank, post office and several cashpoints.  The 

town has plenty of bars and restaurants to visit in the evening. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

The Hotel Diderot 

 
4, rue de Buffon – 7, rue Diderot 37500 Chinon 
+33 2 47 93 18 87 / hoteldiderot@hoteldiderot.com / 

www.hoteldiderot.com 

 

he two star Hotel Diderot is a charmingly converted 15
th
 century 

family mansion run by the wonderful Duteuil family who offer 

outstanding hospitality to their guests.  You are sure to meet Laurent 

and sample his wonderful homemade jams (in 20 varieties!) at 

breakfast.  The Hotel Diderot has won the Trip Advisor ‘Travellers 

Choice’ award two years running and in 2013 the ‘Certificate of 

Excellence’, a recommendation in itself! 

 

 
The Hotel Diderot 

 

 

The Hotel Diderot is perfectly situated, close to all the must see 

attractions of the Loire, yet in a peaceful and idyllic location. Well 

placed in the town of Chinon it provides easy access to many 

restaurants, bars and cafes, it is a lovely place to have a relaxed 

drink in the evening listening to the hustle and bustle of this typically 

French town. 

 

The bedrooms and public rooms alike are full of character and 

history.  Each room is unique.  The hotel offers a real French 

experience and you feel as if you have returned to times gone by. 

 

A hearty and typically French breakfast awaits you in the morning, 

with a range of warm fresh bread and croissants and the regions 

specialty’ of goat’s cheese, honey and walnuts; also the homemade 

jam is a must!   In the cooler months we can enjoy this in front of the 

roaring log fire, in the summer we can sit nestled in between the 

fragrant flowers and green foliage of the hotel’s wonderful courtyard. 

 

Breakfast and five dinners are included in the price of the holiday.  

Breakfasts will be taken in the hotel and dinners will be taken in local 

restaurants.   We don’t include lunches in the price of the holiday – 

normally these can be taken as a picnic or in a pleasant café. 

 

Hotel room facilities include:  
Hairdryer and free WiFi 

There are no safes in the bedrooms but there is one which can be 

used at reception. 
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Breakfast in the Hotel Diderot Courtyard 

_________________________________________________________ 

Adagio Leaders 
 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 

They are all experienced travellers with a love and knowledge 

of the places you will visit.  They are well-organised, pay great 

attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there to 

help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible. 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

Local Sightseeing 
 

ocal transport costs and entrance fees in conjunction with the 

programme illustrated in the daily itinerary are included in the 

holiday cost. 

 

We have a wonderful programme of walking, sightseeing, chateaux 

visits, and intriguing museums to keep you busy along with plenty of 

opportunities to relax and enjoy your surroundings. 

 

 
Village of Rigny next to Ussé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

What to Bring 
 

e recommend you bring the following items with you: 

 

 Walking boots or shoes with a good sole and waterproof 

uppers. A good pair of walking shoes is ok if you know you 

have strong ankles. 

 Waterproof jacket and trousers. It does rain sometimes! 

 A sunhat, fleece hat and gloves… to cover all weather 

eventualities. 

 Sun cream.  

 A litre water bottle.  

 A picnic knife, fork and spoon, as required. 

 A simple basic first aid kit. 

 A daypack to hold all the above. 

 

 
Hotel Diderot flower filled court yard 

 
____________________________________________ 

Passports, Visas & Insurance 
and other important information 
 

lease make sure you are insured for guided walking up to 

1000m.  Please also take your European Health Insurance 

Card (EHIC) with you - it will help in the event of an emergency.  

Please note that the EHIC has an expiry date and check that your 

card is still valid for the duration of your holiday. 

 

You will need a full passport to visit France. Passport, visa and 

health requirements can change at any time. It is your own 

responsibility to ensure that you inform yourself from a professionally 

qualified source on, and comply with, such requirements. Advice on 

vaccinations is available from your GP, or can be obtained from the 

Medical Advisory Services for Travellers Abroad (MASTA). In 

addition, general travel advice is available from the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office at www.fco.gov.uk/travel. 

 

Please also see our General Information booklet for more important 

information and advice regarding your holiday arrangements. 
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______________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

e travel to Paris Gare du Nord by Eurostar from London St 

Pancras International. From here we take taxis to Paris Gare 

Montparnasse and then take the TGV direct to Tours.  We will then 

have an hour’s transfer by private coach from Tours train station to 

Chinon. 

 

Details of your baggage allowance will be confirmed in your travel 

documents, sent to you approximately 10 days before departure. 

 

During the week we will travel on foot, by road and by train/bus. 

 

If you intend joining and leaving the party in Chinon, we assume, 
unless you have advised us otherwise, that you will meet and leave 
the party at our hotel.  If this is not your intention, please let us know 
in writing at least 5 weeks before departure.  IMPORTANT: The 
Hotel Diderot reception closes at 21.00hrs every night, therefore 
it is very important that any clients making their own way to the 
hotel must ensure that they arrive and check-in before 21.00hrs, 
otherwise the doors will be locked.   
 

If you plan to meet the group at Tours Station, there are two exits at 

the front the station, when the group arrive by train they take the left 

hand side exit (facing the station façade from outside the exit is on 

your right), please wait for the leader and group there. 

______________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

The best map of the area, and one which covers several of our 

walks, is:  

 IGN 1723 ET 1:25 000 Chinon, Langeais, Azay-le-Rideau. 
Neighbouring maps would be needed to cover all of the 
walks 

 

The Rough Guide to France has about 50 pages on the Loire region 

and a couple of pages on Chinon. 

 

The Chinon Tourist Office’s website is www.chinon-valdeloire.com 

with lots of information on all sorts of things in Chinon itself.  

 

 
Vineyards near Villaines les Rochers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

If you cannot find the maps or books locally we recommend: 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn, Worcs 

WR8 0HJ 

England 

Tel: 01684 593 146  Fax: 01684 594 559 

 

Website: www.themapshop.co.uk 

E-mail: themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

If you key many of the local places mentioned in this holiday fact 

sheet into YouTube (www.youtube.com), you will find a vast array of 

spectacular footage of the area. 

_____________________________________________________ 

Holiday Date 2017 
 
Holiday:  Loire – Chateaux, Vineyards & Walks 
Tour Code: 50200 
 
Departures on Tuesday for one week on: 
 

 Tuesday 18
th
 April 

 Tuesday 2
nd

 May 

 Tuesday 15
th
 August 

 Tuesday 17
th
 October 

 
______________________________________________________ 

Booking and Further information 

 

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Notes 
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